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Reporter shot by

BRITISH EMB WASH

government troops
inquest is told

THE journalist David Blundy
was wearing a 2 dark blue shir
simiiar to those worn by rebel
roops when he was shor,
probably by government soj-
thers, while covering fighting
in El Salvador, an inquest jn
London was told yesterday.
Bill Gentile, 8 US photos-
tapher for Newsweek,
described the moments before
the death of Mr Biundy, of
The Sunday Correspondent,
on & video played a1 8t
TR coroner’s court. <
believe David was kilied by
government foroes,” he said.
Although based in Wash.
ingion Mr Blundy, sged 44,
frequently travelied to Ceniral
Amenca. Mr Gentile said that
on st November 17 e
encouniered Mr Blundy in
5, 4 working-class
i iz San Salvadar
¢ Governmen! troops were iy-
ing o mauntain control after o
big guerrilia offensive.
“The -government-con-
trolled zohe was very tense,”
he said. The two of them, with

ou g

3 the
government comsuander for
{ wformation but then =3 :i:;;!e
| shot rang out and was fol-

lowed by 2 short burst of
automatic weapon fire”. Mr
Blundy was caught in an
f unptotecied position in the
- middle of 2 crossroads. Hic i
4in frame 26¢ dark blye ship
made him an easy arget
Mr Gentile said the others
tried 10 get Mr Blundy 1o
| safety. I shouted Joumalists,
journalists, don't shoot' in
Spanish and we waved whise

‘flags in the air. [ heard Duvid -

i 38y ‘et me out of bere', gand

this was the first and last thing |
I heard bim say.” A Spanisk !
television crew van ook M:
Blundy to a nearby hospital,
He was operated on but died |
Iater that day.

D Peter Vanezis, 2 patholo-
gist, said My Blundy died from
twao gun shot wounds, to the |,
chest and abdomen, (

Mr Gentile said although | - -

they were “in a very tense and
fapidly moving situstion”,
they were clearly identifiable
a3  journalists  from  their
¢quipment and white flags

He did not see Mr Blundy |
being shot but he believed the |
sound of fire came from an ’
area heid by the government
troops. He said the govern- |
ment woops “had sccused
foreign journalisis on a regular
basis of being sympathetic 10
anti-governmeni rebels™. |

An investigation was car.
fied oul by Det Insp Robert |
Webster, attached 10 the Inter-
national and Organised Crimé f
Branch, New Scotland: Yard. g
He said he was hampered |
because a number of govern. |
ment woops he would bave :
liked 10 have spoken o were
being held in jail in connec. |
gon with the Morder of aix
Jesuit priests. It was 1npos-
sible 1o find out the identity of
the gunman, he sai.

_The coroner, Dr Douglas
Chambers. recorded 2 verdior
of misadventure m A

Blundy, who was aivoreed 1
with two daughters and came !
from Slinfoid, West Sussex. !
“This is the most elear exam. ,
ple of someone in the course |
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